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     Stockholm, February 13, 2006

Dear singer/musician/group
On Saturday, October 14, 2006, the city of Östersund in Sápmi (Swedish Sámiland) will host Liet - Lavlut 2006, the one and only songcontest for singers and bands who sing in a European minority language. The organisation calls upon bands, singers and cultural organisations troughout Europe to come forward with names of candidates for the fourth edition of our songcontest. 

The song contest is made up of 10-12 singers/groups representing 10-12 regions within Europe where a minority language is spoken. In previous contests, we have had music sung in Catalan, Basque, Welsh, Sorbian, Saami, Frisian, Friulian etc. The Saami have won the festival twice, and once the prize went to Catalonia. We're thrilled therefore that Liet-Lavlut has come to Östersund.

You're invited to send in newly composed music and lyrics in any of Europe's lesser used/regional/minority languages. Musicians who sing in lesser used/minority languages, such as Hungarian (Austria, Slovakia, Romania), Slovene (Italy, Austria), Swedish (Finland) and Finnish (Sweden, Norway) are also welcome to send in songs. 

Liet-Lavlut has launched its own website: www.liet.nl. You'll find here the application form and other useful information. More information will be added as it becomes available.

You'll also find information on Liet Ynternasjonaal and previous contests at www.liet.nl. You can also find news at www.sweblul.se. 

You can send your songs on a CD to the address below. 

A panel of judges comprising musicians representing the Saami, Frisians, and Welsh plus a representative from Estrad Norr will select the 10-12 best songs to go forward to the competition. The Frisians have already held a qualifying contest from which the winner will automatically go forward to Liet-Lavlut. The Saami will have their song contest during the Saami Easterfestival, 10-17 April 2006 (www.saami-easterfestival.org). A number of qualifying rounds are already being planned. In future, we think that all the participants will be chosen this way through regional rounds.

The singers/groups chosen will be invited to take part in the contest. Liet-Lavlut pays for the travel, hotel and living expenses (if we are unable to get funding from the region concerned). Two prizes are awarded: one voted for by the panel and the other voted for by the public. The panel of judges comprises a representative from each participating region, plus we arrange a live radio broadcast in which listeners can vote by SMS-text, which is also live in Internet. This means that any listener in Europe can vote for the best song. And, of course, the audience will be able to vote. 

There will also be a TV film crew. Severeal media companies have already shown interest.

We will be offering help to the Liet-Lavlut winner when it comes to holding Liet International 2008 in their home region. The winner/winners will also be invited to sing at Storsjöyran, the Great Lake Festival, in Östersund, which attracts around 60, 000 participants.

During that same week in Östersund, the world's first joik-opera will premier on 12 October. Several seminars on minority music, Saami music and culture are being arranged. A Saami theatre production is also in the pipeline.

The organisers are

SWEBLUL, Estrad Norr (www.estradnorr.se), Liet Ynternasjonaal in Friesland and the south Sámi cultural centre, GAALTIJE (www.gaaltije.se)
Collaborating partners include Saami Easterfestival, Kautokeino, and Nordesía, Galicia.

Please let us have your songs by 17 April. For more information, go to www.liet.nl

Send you songs on CD to Birger Winsa.

For more information and in case of queries, please contact

Birger Winsa 

Co-ordinator for Liet-Lavlut Östersund 2006

E-post: liet-lavlut.international@spray.se
Adress for CD:s
Liet-Lavlut International

c/o Birger Winsa

Rapsodivägen 48

142 41 Skogås

Sweden

Telephone: +46-8-162359, 

Home:  +46-8-7719370
Cell phone: +46(0)73 932 8330

Project leader Lilian Mikaelsson. E-mail: Liet-lavlut@spray.se
Website: http://www.liet.nl
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